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On the record, all the time

* Bell: “successful people don’t shy away
from the honest record. ... In court, we ask
for the truth, the whole truth, and nothing
but the truth. It might be painful, but I
believe better memory is really better.”

Mayer-Schinberger: the individual and
collective unlearning of “one of the most
fundamental behavioral mechanisms of
humankind” will leave us unable to act in
the present.
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Perfect remembering

* Bell: in contrast to its biological
counterpart, “digital memory is objective,
dispassionate, prosaic, and unforgivingly
accurate.”

* Mayer-Schonberger: digital information is
superior to all previous analog forms of
remembering “because it lacks the noise
problem,” — it does not decay with use,
reproduction, or time.

1

PDF compression, OCR, web optimization using a watermarked evaluation copy of CVISION PDFCompressor


http://www.cvisiontech.com/

Three propositions:

1. The medium is still the message. “Form is
constitutive of information, not its trans-
parent representation” (Drucker 2009);

2. The specific material instantiations of
informational artifacts are always
undergoing changes, aging, crumbling,
acquiring or resisting wear;

3. Any “memory regime” includes both
structural and intentional forms of
forgetting.

Structural forgetting

Unavailability of data

 Incompatibilities exhibited by file formats,
hardware platforms, and software
applications (digital preservation problem);

* Hard drive crash, improper backups, content
licensing that constrain the availability of
documents;

* C(lassification, description, and characteristics
of search algorithms induce a certain
stratification of archives.
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The page cannot be found

The page you are looking for might have been removed, had its name changed, or is
temporarily unavailable.

Please try the following:

« Make sure that the Web site address displayed in the address bar of your browser is
spelled and formatted correctly.

« If you reached this page by clicking a link, contact the Web site administrator to
alert them that the link is incorrectly formatted.

« Click the Back button to try another link.

HTTP Error 404 - File or directory not found.
Internet Information Services (I1S)

Technical Information (for support personnel)

 Go to Microsoft Product Support Services and perform a title search for the words
HTTP and 404,

« Open IIS Help, which is accessible in 11S Manager (inetmgr), and search for topics
titled Web Site Setup, Common Administrative Tasks, and About Custom
Error Messages.

Exclusion

e Through technical processes (the temporal
or spatial resolution of a sensor)

e Appraisal policies (Bell only keeps what he
reads, not what he’s been sent)

e Cultural/legal norms (consent)
¢ Intellectual property (Jim Gray’s laptop)
e Self-selection

2

PDF compression, OCR, web optimization using a watermarked evaluation copy of CVISION PDFCompressor


http://www.cvisiontech.com/

e et Archive. Wavbach Madhine

+ ) () () Wb 1o st vy e ancower.com o =
oy v T

© 28 cooge

Vald ~Ande ¥ Boanbiam  DasiCxiersthar Davicy Zaprmads —_dip-Cansi _fnsrost Bskbons MapsPAULA WOUE wriswscomFari by gk

Uag3eian

@ st seacs QP Arorymous Ueor tan e ‘Searched for bt venesuver com a2z Results
[ I _ e
Advanced Seaich ﬂ i ‘Search Results for Jan 01, 1996 - Aug 10, 2007
l: ] 1996 1987 1998 1909 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 20s B
e T ooy
Dec 03,1008 Aor21, 1990 yun 05, 2000 2002
Bl ey B il L
o Archvio. The o DBo 1271006 0cf 13,1989 = Jon 212000
e | Ee—— - k- BRa HRES soip i BEE
i et it EaE-RRR SRiHRE So RRge 8
ther archver poges at as A Mar 24,2003 % Sn 12004 Jan002008 Ao (9, 2006 + Jul04, 2007
e e
]
e
et
|
Egypt, mimors the Ancnmnﬁ THE INTEI{HET FOR FIITIIRE GENERATIONS.
MR )
‘canecting to the We T
.
oot ctalod 520282008
foet BER RS Dol SRR
St ar uoame- MILZE e ZLawst
e ‘ el = W Somgm
s ||| ; ol mim oan
RITN EniiEE Ze8 S
=l ; T i
dind “The ovar 50 pertners i B o WZ200%  Feb00 2005~ Novor e
o o § o e el B
e e
toam for o U204 Fob11. 0008
= 2 = HEE mom ;
iy == e R —

."\./'m

-Intentional forgetting——— POHSKOC

mzwg.%
ncxwwmcﬁm
.ml&fm} smtm'

3
PDF compression, OCR, web optimization using a watermarked evaluation copy of CVISION PDFCompressor


http://www.cvisiontech.com/

Coordonnées

Jean-Frangois Blanchette

Information Studies Department, UCLA
Like any other media, digital media brings to the blanchette@ucla.edu

table its own dialectics of objectivity and http:/ /polaris.gseis.ucla.edu
subjectivity, signal and noise, integrity and
decay, authenticity and forgery, transparency
and censorship, remembrance and repression.
These dialectics are never fully determined by the
material characteristics of the technology.
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